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Coronavirus update Autumn 2021 

The information below will ensure our parents, staff and visitors are fully informed about 

information relating to COVID-19 from September 2021. 

The governing board of Wrockwardine Wood Infant School and Oakengates Nursery 

federation has taken guidance from the Department for Education (DfE) and our local Public 

Health hub.  

The Department for Education’s priority is for schools to deliver face-to-face, high-quality 

education to all children. As a federation we agree and the evidence is clear that being out 

of education causes significant harm to educational attainment, life chances, mental and 

physical health. 

As COVID-19 becomes a virus that we learn to live with, we will continue to try to reduce 
any disruption to our children’s education - particularly given that the direct clinical risks to 
children are extremely low, and every adult has now been offered vaccine. 

Be kind and consider others  
The NHS has provided guidance below so we know what we can do to reduce the risk of 
catching the virus or spreading it to other people. We urge staff, parents, and visitors to be 
kind and respect those who continue to implement certain control measures to keep 
themselves or members of our school community safe. 
 
NHS Guidance 
 
Do 
 

 get vaccinated – find out how to book your COVID-19 vaccine 

 meet people outside if possible 

 open doors and windows to let in fresh air if meeting people inside 

 limit the number of people you meet and avoid crowded places 

 wear a face covering when it's hard to stay away from other people – particularly 
indoors or in crowded places 

 wash your hands with soap and water or use hand sanitiser regularly throughout the 
day 

 
Don’t 
 

X do not touch your eyes, nose or mouth if your hands are not clean 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/coronavirus-vaccination/coronavirus-vaccine/
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Mixing and Bubbles  
It is no longer considered necessary to keep children in consistent groups (‘bubbles’). This 

means that bubbles will not need to be in place from the autumn term. As well as enabling 

flexibility in curriculum delivery, this means that assemblies can resume, and we will no 

longer need to make alternative arrangements to avoid mixing at lunch. 

Face Coverings  
The government has removed the requirement to wear face coverings in law but expects 
and recommends that they are worn in enclosed and crowded spaces where people come 
into contact with people they don’t normally meet. This includes public transport and 
dedicated transport to school. Face coverings may also be required as a response to an 
outbreak situation. As a school we will require face coverings to be worn by visitors. 
 
Symptomatic Staff/Children  
Children should not attend school if they have symptoms of COVID-19 (fever, new persistent 
cough, anosmia)– they should isolate, get a PCR and only return if the PCR is negative and 
they are better (and 24 hours free of any fever and 48 hours free of any 
diarrhoea/vomiting).  
 
If children have what Public Health have termed ‘precautionary symptoms’, which is 
basically any cold, flu or gastrointestinal symptoms, they should be encouraged to take a 
PCR test, but we would not expect them to miss school unless there were exacerbating 
factors such as them being the known contact of a positive case.  
 
We would expect a child to return to school once they are well and a negative result has 
been confirmed. 
  
If a parent or carer insists on a child attending school, we may take the decision to refuse 

the child if, in our reasonable judgement, it is necessary to protect other children and staff 

from possible infection with COVID-19. Our decision will be carefully considered in light of 

all the circumstances and current public health advice. 

Self-isolation 

Positive cases will self-isolate for 10 days as is currently the case (10 days starts from the 

onset of symptoms or a positive test result). 

Department for Educations guidance says that direct contacts identified by national Test & 

Trace will also need to self-isolate, other than: 

 Those that are fully vaccinated 

 Those that are below the age of 18 years 6 months 

 Those that have taken part in or are currently part of an approved COVID-19 vaccine 

trial 

 Those that are not able to get vaccinated for medical reasons 
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Public Health advice for schools managing close contacts within the school environment is 

as follows: 

 Advice for Staff 

 Staff will inform the Headteacher if they are contacted by NHS Test & Trace and 
advised that they are a close contact of someone who has tested positive for Covid. 

 They will be advised to take a PCR test ASAP as per Public Health Guidance. 

 They will be asked to stay away from work or work from home where possible while 
they await the PCR test results. If the results come back positive the staff member 
will need to self-isolate for 10 days from the date of the test. 

 If the result is negative, the staff member will need to take a lateral flow test prior to 
coming into a school each day for the 10 days they would have been due to self-
isolate. 

 As far as is reasonably practicable staff will continue to practice social distancing and 
wear a mask with Clinically Extremely Vulnerable (CEV) individuals when they come 
in to work.  

 
Advice for Children  
Children who are identified as close contacts will be contacted by national test and trace. 
They will be advised to take a PCR.  
 
The public health advice for children is as follows:  

 Parents should be asked to inform the school as soon as possible that the child has 
been identified as close contact. Children may be allowed to attend school if they do 
not have any symptoms.  

 Secondary schools should ask the pupil to take LFT’s at home on every day that they 
are in school.  

 Children that travel to school-on-school transport or on public transport will be 
asked to wear a face covering on these journeys.  

 
The school will consider individual cases taking advice from Public Health. Our aim will 
always be to ensure the least possible disruption to keep everyone in in school safe.  
 
Outbreaks/ Increase in Transmission  
The federation has an outbreak management plan outlining how we will operate if there 

were an outbreak in our school, nursery settings or in the local area. 

The triggers for implementing outbreak control measures are whichever of these thresholds 
is reached first: 

 5 children, children, or staff, who are likely to have mixed closely, test positive for 
COVID-19 within a 10-day period: or 

 10% of children, children, or staff who are likely to have mixed closely test positive 
for COVID-19 within a 10-day period 

Our outbreak management plan is on our school we 
 

Mitigation Measures  
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Controls such as good ventilation, handwashing and cleaning should remain in place to help 

control the spread of the virus (and reduce the rates of other infectious illnesses) 


